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Learning Objective:  The student will be able to explain the role of the code official in the approval process.

A frequent Coffee Break Training reader submitted this picture with 
the question: “Is this legal?” He wondered if the illustrated fire pump test 
header without hose station outlets met the requirements of the fire code 
or National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards. He explained 
that the test header is attached to a fire pump in a fully operational 
warehouse storing Class 3 commodities up to 20 feet (610 centimeters) in 
height. (See Coffee Break Training FP-2009-34.)

At first glance, one might respond that this clearly is not in compliance 
with published fire safety regulations since the hose stations are missing, 
but the photograph opens a larger discussion on the role of the code 
official in the review and approval process.

Code officials are granted a great deal of latitude in enforcing the fire 
or building codes. The administrative chapters of NFPA 1, Fire Code and 
the “International Fire Code” outline the scope of the code official’s 
authority and define “approved” as “acceptable to the AHJ [Authority 
Having Jurisdiction]” or “acceptable to the fire code official,” respectively. 
Thus, it is within the local code official or AHJ’s authority to accept this 
installation, regardless of its appearance.

Certainly, more information is needed to render an “approval.” The code official should conduct some sort of 
investigation before ruling solely on a photograph.

• Why are the hose stations missing? Have they been stolen to be sold as brass scrap because of their
value? Have they been removed for maintenance or repair?

• Can pump test service technicians install temporary hose station valves when they conduct their an-
nual pump service test?

• Has the pump test header been abandoned because a digital flow meter was installed to replace it? Has
a different pump test header been installed?

• Has the fire pump assembly itself been abandoned or temporarily mothballed because of improve-
ments to the water supply for the building’s fire protection systems?

The code official has the authority to determine — based on the information at hand — whether to accept or reject 
this installation. Therefore, the answer to the Coffee Break Training reader’s question “Is this legal?” is “Maybe.”

For more information, consider enrolling in the National Fire Academy (NFA) course “Fire Inspection Principles” 
(R/N0220). Information and applications can be obtained at http://apps.usfa.fema.gov/nfacourses/catalog/details/47. 
The course is available at the NFA in Emmitsburg, Maryland, or through your state fire service training agency.

The hose station outlets from this fire pump 
test header have been removed.
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